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U.S. MILITARY RESERVATION at Fort Brooke, looking southwest, in 1880. 
Photo from "Yesterday’s Tampa" by Hampton Dunn 
 
Some Petitions relating to Tampa families 
and the disposal of Fort Brooke lands, 1882-1883 
 
By DR. MARTIN M. LaGODNA

With the end of Indian hostilities in South Florida long since concluded and the withdrawal of all 
federal troops from the South in 1877, the U.S. War Department began the deactivation of many 
southern military posts. Among them was Fort Brooke at Tampa which had been established in 
1824 and is considered to be the founding of Tampa as a town. 
 
The question of what to do with the federal lands associated with the fort brought forth many 
petitions, and genealogists have another resource in the names on the petitions. Two such 
documents are in the Special Collections at the University of South Florida Library, Tampa. 
 
In 1882 the last federal troops departed from Fort Brooke, according to local historian Anthony 
P. Pizzo in his book Tampa Town, 1824-1886 (Miami: Hurricane House, 1968), and in 1883 the 
War Department deactivated the old fort. Its 16 square miles of reserved land on Tampa Bay 
became open for private development. At the same time Henry Bradley Plant was completing his 
Jacksonville to Tampa railroad. Many citizens feared the fort lands along the bay would fall to 
the railroad or manufacturing establishments served by the railroad. The first petition deals with 
this fear. 
 
TO THE HONORABLE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES IN CONGRESS ASSEMBLED 
THE PETITION OF THE CITIZENS OF THE TOWN OF TAMPA IN THE COUNTY OF 
HILLSBOROUGH IN THE STATE OF FLORIDA. 
 
The petitioners show that they are citizens of the said town of Tampa. That at the present time 
existing on the Southern boundary of the said town are about 160 acres of land which is known 
as the Fort Brooke Reservation being a plot of ground now used as a Sanitary Station for the 
troops at Key West. It is understood that this land is about to be abandoned by the Military 
Authorities of the United States as a Military Station and your petitioners are informed and 
believe that efforts are being made by persons who are desirous of acquiring the same to have 
said lands transferred from the Department of War to the Department of the Interior so as to vest 
the same in the public domain and then purchase the said reservation for speculative purposes or 
otherwise. Or that Railway Companies which are building roads out of the immense grants of 
lands made to them for that purpose by the State of Florida are desirous of absorbing said 
reservation for their purposes and your petitioners show that the said grounds occupy a position 
of great beauty and now and always would afford a place of recreation for the inhabitants of said 
town as a park and as there are ample lands without defacing or cutting these lands into lots in 
the neighborhood for building purposes. 
 
Your petitioners therefor pray that the said lands be either retained by the Military Authorities 
intact or should they be handed over to the public domain that your honorable body will pass an 
act vesting the said lands in the said town of Tampa on condition that said land is retained 
unsubdivided as a park of public pleasure ground for the inhabitants of said town forever giving 
to the said town however the right to allow certain slightly public buildings to be erected thereon 
in such a manner as to not detract from the beauty and usefulness of said grounds. 
 
And your petitioners as in duty bound will ever pray. 
November 13th 1882 
 
H. L. Crane, W. J. Campbell, J. K. Spencer, Jno T. Lesley, Henry Brummett, Wm. C. Brown, R. 
B. Thomas, Thos. A. Carruth, H. J. Madsen, Joseph Hawley, C. A. Harrison, Thos. E. Jackson, 
John Jackson, R. A. Jackson, Henry Allen, H. B. Whitehurst, Geo. Alexander, C. L. Friebele, 
Chas. F. Garrett, J. B. Furman, Otto Kammerer, J. H. Leonardy, W. J. Allen; A. P. Brockway, W. 
J. Knight, D. Ghira, Frank Ghira, W. G. Ferris, E. W. Ferris, H. L. Branch, M. A. Branch, G. E. 
(Haynsworth), John Darling, E. A. Clarke, Duff Post, W. A. Givens, D. B. Givens, L. F. 
McLeod, 0. G. Wood (W. Goat), (F. A. Tim), (Gas. Fergur), W. T. Gordon, S. T. Hayden, J. J. 
Hayden, W. T. Hines, A. H. Hayden, G. W. Hayden, T. T. Smith, D. S. Buchanan, U. Sinclair 
Bird, C. Perkins, H. R. Benjamin, A. J. Bulloch, J. H. Krause, John P. Wall, Jas. Williams, Mary 
Williams, (R. Mugge), Bertta Hahn, John L. Elliott, (J. M. Eddins), Jos. A. Walker, A. Stillings, 
John Miller, A. W. Cuscaden, S. B. Casby, Wm. T. Haskins, P. H. Collins, D. K. Fisher, W. E. 
Haile, B. Leonardy, (Herrmann Weissbred), F. P. Kennedy, Jas. McKay, John Long, F. W. 
Bosworth, (M. Loant), T. A. LeBel, (? Howard), Henry Brumwick, Jas. Jackson, E. Durham, D. 
Jameson, B. A. Coward, John Culbreath, W. P. Culbreath, Jas. H. Culbreath, H. C. Culbreath, P. 
P. Culbreath, Asa Morgan, (W. Pope, Cu ? ), J. A. Campbell, H. Seling, D. Isaac Craft, H. M. 
Craft, T. W. Jones, T. F. Hampton, Geo. L. Calloway, Jacob Vogt, J. C. Guild, Matthew Hooper, 
Henry E. Wells, J. L. Haskins, R. B. Canning, H. M. Chapman, A. Niel, Sam Clay, Parkins Bods, 
J. A. Magbee, D. B. McKay, H. Proseus, J. A. Proseus, E. Tibery, S. W. Warns, J. H. Dorsey, 
James He. Wells, Mrs. E. C. Dorsey, L. S. Wells, W. T. Bolben, F. S. Lewis, Henry Brandon, 
Eola Morris, W. H. Ferris, James H. Holmes, Sallie M. Randolph, Anne McKrause, Josie W. 
Weissbred, Willie M. Robles, Charles F. Binkley, Joe H. Culbreath, Henry J. Krause, L. Blanche 
Henderson, Cornelia C. Pickett, W. H. Bulloch, James S. Hooper, Daisy Wall, Annie E. Hale, 
Alta E. Holmes, (Cora ? ), Cora L. Bulloch, Mamie T. Collins, Maggie F. Campbell, Lizzie 
Chekine, Julia T. McKay, Harry C. Parcell, Ronnie Hayden, Samuel Wells, Fannie Wells, Eva C. 
Haddon, Clarence Hill, ( ? ), ( ? ), Lizzie Bulloch, Stella Morrison, Mrs. M. Cuscaden, ( ? ), F. C. 
Binkley, C. Binkley, Mrs. E. C. Dorsey, G. B. Sparkman Mayor of Tampa, C. W. Wells, R. W. 
Wells.* 
 
A second petition a year later, in 1883, was much simpler in its plea because it merely sought 
relief for an elderly citizen who had been living on the reserved fort lands and may have been 
threatened with eviction. 
 
TO THE HONORABLE THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE 
UNITED STATES CONVENED: 
 
The undersigned citizens of the Town of Tampa, County of Hillsborough and State of Florida 
respectfully represent that Louis Bell a citizen of the United States and residing in the Fort 
Brooke Reservation adjoining said Town of Tampa that said. Louis Bell has resided in said 
Reservation for many years, that he has been in the service of the United States for serving in the 
Mexican and Seminole Wars, that he is now old and infirm and unable to work for a living, that 
he has a dwelling, out houses, fruit trees and a garden in the premises from which he derives a 
scanty subsistence, that said Louis Bell is an honorable and worthy citizen and has always been 
true and faithful to the government of the United States. 
 
Your petitioners therefor pray that your honorable bodies grant to the said Louis Bell such relief 
in the premises as you think meet and just, allowing him possession of the land he now occupies 
as a home in the event that the Fort Brooke Reservation- is sold: the age and record of the 
valuable services of this old man will be found in the War Department and many of the old Army 
officers who served in the war aforesaid knew him personally. 
 
And your petitioners shall ever pray &c. 
 
K. Krause, Ja. H. Hickman, M. Weissbred, John L. Binkley, A. J. Bulloch, J. T. Magbee, E. 
Tinny, J. A. Proseus, A. Grillion, C. A. Masters, J. H. Krause, Joseph Grillion, I. G. Haynsworth, 
J. R. Swingly, E. A. Clarke, (? S. Gedelius), W. H. Givens, R. R. Thomas, W. G. Ferris, Josiah 
Ferris, C. L. Friebele, Chas. F. Garrett, J. A. Campbell, W. H. McFeely, I. J. Raine, Joseph 
Hawley, Matthew Hooper, Eliza Hooper, H. P. Kennedy, J. M. Dorsey, E. C. Dorsey, E. 
Delaunay, John Cole, F. C. Binkley, Kate Binkley, C. Perkins, J. C. Field, Thos. W. Perkins, 
Wm. Mahn, R. Mugge, D. Ghira, F. Ghira, B. Leonardy, D. S. Buchanan, (W. J. Baden), M. 
Govengreen, R. A. Jackson, Josh Cardy, J. B. Jackson, Herrmann Weissbred, Chas Wright, J. W. 
Canning, ( ? ), Jno T. Lesley, Francis M. Robles, H. S. Snodgrass, (Duff Yost), Thos. P. 
Kennedy, W. J. Allen, James Henry, Philip,Collins, (Robert Gommary), H. R. Benjamin, Geo. L. 
Calloway, Orlando D. Thayer, E. P. Holmes, A. Ross, Dan Mather, (George F. Barslow), (Copl 
3rd Arty), Frank W. Hess, Capt. 3rd U. S. Arty, Adolphus Russel, U. S. Sch. Matchless, Edward 
S. Millar, 2nd Lt. 3rd U.S. Art., William McCarthy, Charles Kavanagh, James Johnstone, James 
Shaw, John J. McCarthy, Vincent S. Rol, William Moran, John Neaven, Thomas McDairmant, 
Laeo Schnurr, John Shelly, Edward Robinson, (William Hnitte), Albert Kherle, James Jennings, 
( ? ), Frank 0. Ferris, James T. Magbee. 
 
Thus from the Fort Brooke reservation petitions genealogists have another source of Tampa 
family names of the 1880s, and historians have information about the social consciousness of 
Tampa citizens regarding public land use in a developing southern town. 
 
* Parentheses and question marks are used to denote illegible names or letters. 
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